Office  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


16,  Northgate  Street,  Warwick, 

June  2nd,  192^ 

To  The  Warwickshire  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Administrative 
County  of  Warwick  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1921. 

2.  This  year  witnesses  a  departure  from  the  customary  form  of  Report,  in  that  the  Summary 
of  Reports  from  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  hitherto  required  by  Article  7  (a) 
of  the  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health  (Duties)  Order,  1910,  has  been  omitted  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Circular  269  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  28th  December,  1921. 

3.  This  Report  is  accordingly  concerned  principally  with  those  health  activities  for  which 
the  County  Council  is  primarily  responsible,  a  detailed  report,  referred  to  by  the  Ministry 
as  a  Survey  Report,  being  required  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  five  years. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1920  is  regarded  as  the  first  Survey  Report,  the  question 
of  future  Reports  of  a  similar  character  being  dealt  with  in  Circular  269  as  follows  : — 

“  The  primary  object  of  future  Survey  Reports  will  be  to  review  the  needs  of  the 
area  in  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  public  health,  and  the  progress  made  in  meeting 
these  needs,  since  the  date  of  the  preceding  Survey  Report.  Special  instructions  will 
be  issued  at  an  appropriate  date  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  next  Survey  Report.” 

AREA. 

5.  The  area  of  the  County  in  acres,  taken  from  figures  in  previous  Reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers,  is  as  follows  ; — In  the  Urban  Districts  48,340,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts 
502,411,  giving  a  total  for  the  County  of  550,751. 

POPULATION. 

6.  The  Registrar-General  has  again  supplied  two  estimates  of  population,  one  for  calculating 
the  Birth-rate  and  one  for  calculating  the  Death-rate.  These  are  respectively  343,333 
and  343,045.  That  for  the  Death-rate  is  the  estimated  civilian  population  of  the  various 
Sanitary  Districts  during  19,21,  while  that  for  the  Birth-rate  is  an  estimate  of  the  total 
population  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  ratio  between  total  and  civilian  population 
is  the  same  in  the  districts  as  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  very  slight  difference 
between  these  two  rates  is  accounted  for  bj  the  difference  in  the  estimated  population  for 
the  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate  in  the  Coventry  Rural  District.  In  all  the  other  Districts, 
both  Urban  and  Rural,  one  population  only  has  been  estimated. 
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BIRTHS. 

7.  There  were  7,646  Births  registered,  compared  with  8,509  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these, 
3,162  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  4,484  in  the  Rural  Districts.  These  figures  show  a 
Birth-rate  of  22'27,  a  reduction  on  the  previous  year  when  it  was  25T8  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  Even  with  this  reduction  the  rate  compares  favourably  with  that  of  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  22'4  for  the  year  under  review. 

8.  In  the  Urban  Districts,  Nuneaton  again  shows  the  highest  Birth-rate — 26*56 — followed 
closely  by  Bulkington  with  24*00.  In  the  Rural  Districts  Coventry  records  a  Birth-rate  of 
34'23,  followed  by  Atherstone  and  Foleshill  with  29*13  and  29‘07  respectively. 

9.  Of  the  7,646  births,  285  or  3’7  per  cent,  were  illegitimate,  as  compared  with  4‘3  per 
cent,  in  1920  and  5  per  cent,  in  1919. 

10.  6,707  Births  were  notified  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  which  shows  that  939 
births  were  not  notified,  as  compared  with  376  un-notified  in  the  previous  year.  It  is 
regrettable  that  the  Act  is  not  being  observed  in  a  better  manner  as  it  means  that  many  of 
these  un-notified  Births  are  not  visited  by  the  County  Health  Visitors  as  early  as  they  might 
otherwise  be. 

DEATHS. 

11.  During  the  year  3,681  deaths  were  registered  in  the  County,  as  against  3,586  in  1920. 
1,598  of  the  deaths  were  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  2,083  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The 
Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  County  was  10'73,  as  against  10'62  in  the  previous  year. 
The  Death-rate  in  1920  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County  and  it  vill  be  noticed 
that  the  present  rate  is  only  a  very  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year,  and  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  Death-rate  of  England  and  Wales,  which  in  1921  was  12T  per  1,000 
of  population. 

12.  The  lowest  Death-rate  in  the  Urban  Districts  was  recorded  at  Bulkington  with  8'00, 
this  being  followed  closely  by  Kenilworth  with  8'36.  The  Death-rates  for  the  Borough  of 
Nuneaton,  and  the  Urban  District  of  Rugby,  9'73  and  9‘35  respectively,  are  most  commend¬ 
able,  considering  the  industrial  character  of  the  population  in  both  these  districts.  In  the 
Rural  Districts  the  lowest  Death-rate  of  6'72  is  recorded  at  Coventry,  followed  by  Farn- 
borough  with  8‘56  and  Nuneaton  with  8'81. 

13.  Infantile  Mortality. — 500  Deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  one  year,  giving  an 
Infantile  Mortality  of  65  per  1,000,  the  same  rate  as  recorded  in  the  previous  year,  which 
was  then  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County.  While  the  Infantile  Death-rate  in  the  County 
has  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
has  increased  from  80  in  1920  to  83  in  1921.  Of  the  500  deaths  registered  under  one  year, 
215  were  due  to  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth,  which  represents  a  fatality  from 
these  causes  of  43  per  cent,  as  compared  with  39  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AND  DEATHS— 1921. 


Total  Cases  Notified.  Total  Deaths. 


Diphtheria 

340 

26 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

873 

4 

Paratyphoid) 

21 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

25 

7 

Pneumonia 

451 

217 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

26 

12 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

18 

3 

Malaria 

5 

— 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis  : — 

— 

(a)  Pulmonary 

477 

217 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

139 

63 
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RIVER  POLLUTION. 

14.  River  Tame. — The  principal  effluents  discharged  into  the  Tame  within  the  County  are 
from  the  Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  Sewage  Works  at  Minworth,  the  Cole  Hall  Sewage 
Works  at  Yardley  via  the  River  Cole,  and  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage  Works  at  Tamworth. 
The  Tame  continues  to  be  grossly  polluted  before  reaching  the  County  boundary,  and  little 
has  been  done  since  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report  by  potential  polluting  Authorities 
in  the  County  of  Stafford  with  a  view  to  materially  reducing  this  pollution. 

15.  The  extensions  being  undertaken  at  the  Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  Works  at  Minworth 
and  at  Cole  Hall  are  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  additional  Filter  area  which  will  thus 
be  provided  should  materially  affect  the  character  of  the  effluent  both  at  Minworth  and  at 
Cole  Hall.  The  River  Cole  has,  during  recent  years,  suffered  very  seriously  from  pollution 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cole  Hall  Works,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  appropriate 
steps  are  now  being  taken  by  the  Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board  to 
deal  in  an  efficient  manner  with  the  large  volume  of  sewage  now  reaching  these  works. 

16.  River  Anker. — Effluents  are  discharged  into  this  River  from  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton, 
from  Hinckley  via  the  Sketchley  Brook,  from  Bedworth  via  the  Wem  Brook,  from  Poles- 
worth  and  from  Atherstone.  Pollution,  unfortunately,  continues  from  the  Nuneaton  Sewage 
Works,  from  Hinckley  and  from  Bedworth. 

17.  Borough  of  Nuneaton. — Extension  of  the  Filter  area  is  urgently  called  for  at  Nuneaton, 
negotiations  being  in  progress  at  the  present  time  with  this  object  in  view.  During  the  year 
considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  treatment  of  sludge  and  measures  have 
been  taken  to  deal  effectively  with  the  excessive  quantity  of  humus  appearing  in  the  filter 
effluent.  The  old  contact  beds  are  being  replaced  by  circular  percolating  Filters  and  every¬ 
thing  appears  to  have  been  done,  short  of  laying  down  additional  filter  area,  to  improve 
the  effluent  from  the  existing  overburdened  Filter  beds. 

18.  Sketchley  Brook. — The  gross  pollution  of  the  Sketchley  Brook  within  the  County  boundary, 
as  a  result  of  an  unsatisfactory  effluent  being  discharged  from  the  Sewage  Works  of  the 
Hinckley  Urban  District  Council  in  Leicestershire,  has  become  so  serious  that  representations 
have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  and  by  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton,  with  a  view  to 
the  abatement  of  this  admitted  nuisance.  No  doubt  the  trade  waste  from  the  Sketchley 
Dye  Works,  which  the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council  undertake  to  treat,  is  largely  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  resulting  pollution,  bat  so  long  as  responsibility  rests  with  this  local  authority, 
pressure  must  be  maintained  until  satisfactory  measures  are  taken  to  produce  an  effluent 
that  will  reach  an  accepted  standard  of  purity.  During  the  year  under  review  the  Hinckley 
authorities  have  partially  cleared  out  the  brook  throughout  its  course,  but  while  this  is  a  matter 
chiefly  concerning  the  Land  Drainage  Committee,  the  character  of  the  effluent  being  dis¬ 
charged  into  the  brook  is  a.  matter  essentially  for  the  County  Public  Health  Committee  to 
deal  with. 

19.  Bedworth. — Structural  alterations  at  these  Sewage  Works  are  long  overdue,  but  as  I 
pointed  out  in  my  Report  last  year,  any  general  reconstruction  of  the  works  would  mean 
very  heavy  expenditure  at  the  present  time.  It  is  essential  therefore  that  every  care  should 
be  taken  in  the  management  of  these  works  pending  their  reconstruction,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  serious  pollution  of  the  Wem  Brook,  which  passes  through  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton 
on  its  course  to  the  River  Anker. 

20.  River  Avon.- — -With  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  River  Avon  there  is  very  little 
to  add  to  the  remarks  in  my  Report  of  last  year.  Any  marked  improvement  has  been 
rendered  impossible  during  the  past  year  as  a  result  of  the  desire  for  economy  being  exercised 
by  all  local  authorities  in  general  and  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Treasury  in  particular. 
But  for  this  call  for  economy,  extensions  at  the  Rugby  Sewage  Works  might  have  been 
put  in  hand  during  the  year  under  review.  Meanwhile  conditions  are  going  from  bad  to 
worse,  and  it  will  be  questionable  whether  the  delay  and  the  restricted  extensions  advocated 
by  the  Ministry  will,  in  the  long  run,  effect  the  economy  desired. 
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21.  Coventry. — The  year  1921  saw  the  completion  of  the  twelve  circular  Filters  designed  to 
deal  with  two  million  gallons  of  sewage  daily.  These  Filters  are  now  functioning  well  and 
should  have,  in  course  of  time,  a  considerable  effect  upon  the  River  Avon  below  the  Works. 
The  amount  of  pollution  should  at  least  be  reduced  by  half.  Experiments  are  proceeding 
on  a  large  scale  at  present  in  connection  with  the  Activated  Sludge  or  Bio-aeration  process, 
no  extension  of  the  Filter  area  being  probable  until  these  experiments  have  been  completed, 
and  opinion  formed  as  to  the  best  method  to  adopt. 

22.  Kineton. — Improvements  are  at  present  being  carried  out  at  these  works,  the  old 
medium  in  the  Filter  Beds  being  replaced  by  new,  properly  graded  material.  The  brook 
receiving  the  effluent  has  been  seriously  polluted  of  late,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  endeavour 
will  be  made  to  expedite  the  work  now  in  hand. 

23.  W ellesbourne. — Similar  improvements  are  being  effected  at  these  small  works,  the 
continual  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  effluent  necessitating  the  washing  of  the  medium 
in  the  Filter  Beds. 

24.  Other  Sewage  Works  in  the  County,  at  Polesworth,  Atherstone,  Dordon,  Warwick, 
Leamington,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Kenilworth,  Solihull,  Olton,  Knowle,  New  Bilton,  Southam, 
Alcester,  Studley,  Coleshill  and  Tamworth,  do  not  caU  for  special  mention  at  present. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

25.  During  the  year  1921,  767  samples  were  analysed,  of  which  79  proved  to  be  adulter¬ 
ated,  giving  a  percentage  adulteration  for  the  year  of  10'3  per  cent.  This  result  is  a  satis¬ 
factory  one  by  comparison  with  that  of  the  previous  year  when  the  percentage  figure  was 
lO'O  per  cent. 

Among  the  above  samples  were  497  of  Milk,  of  which  53  were  adulterated,  or  a  per¬ 
centage  adulteration  of  10'66  per  cent. 

26.  Dealing  with  the  question  of  Milk  Adulteration,  Mr.  Rigby,  the  County  Analyst,  gives 
the  following  table  showing  the  average  composition  of  all  the  samples  analysed  during  the 
year,  and  also  the  average  for  each  quarter. 


Period . 

No. 

Non-fatty 

Solids. 

Fat. 

Total 

Solids. 

March  Quarter  . . . 

...  151 

8-88 

3-76 

12-64 

June  Quarter 

...  91 

8-78 

3-56 

12-34 

September  Quarter 

...  141 

8-77 

3-50 

12-28 

December  Quarter 

...  114 

8-86 

3-82 

12-68 

Whole  year 

...  497 

8-82 

3-66 

12-48 

Legal  Limits 

...  — 

8-50 

30 

— 

The  above  Table  includes  all  the  samples  of  Milk,  whether  adulterated  or  not,  and  shows 
that  the  average  composition  is  well  above  the  legal  limits  ;  and  also,  that  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  milk  of  the  requisite  quality. 

27.  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. — During  the  year  1921,  497  samples  of  mUk  were  analysed 
for  the  presence  of  preservative,  and  10  samples  of  cream.  All  the  milk  samples  were  found 
to  be  free  from  preservative,  but  of  the  10  samples  of  cream  5  were  adulterated,  2  with 
Boric  Acid  and  3  with  Boron  preservative.  As  these  Regulations  have  not  been  carried 
out  very  carefully  in  the  past,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  analysis  next  year  of 
a  much  larger  number  of  samples  of  Cream.  It  is  hoped  thereby  that  the  safety  of  the 
public,  and  especially  of  infants  and  invalids,  will  be  safeguarded  so  far  as  preservatives  in 
Milk  and  Cream  are  concerned. 
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BACTERIAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

28.  The  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of 
material  sent  by  Practitioners  to  the  Birmingham  University  Laboratory  have  again  been 


fully  appreciated,  although  the  number  of  examinations  is 

slightly  less  than  in  the  preceding 

year.  This,  however,  is  due  largely  to  the  reduction  in  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  result- 

ing  in  fewer  swabs  being  taken  for  diagnostic  purposes. 

1921. 

1920. 

Swabs  from  suspected  Diphtheria  cases  ... 

1168 

1293 

Swabs  from  Diphtheria  contacts  ... 

127 

867 

Blood  examination  for  Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid 

110 

46 

Blood  films  for  Malaria 

2 

9 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 

3 

3 

Naso-pharyngeal  swabs 

Nil. 

1 

Faeces  for  Typhoid 

4 

1 

Faeces  for  Dysentery 

8 

10 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  ... 

592 

655 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

29.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  a  still  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  notifications  received 
of  Pulmonary  and  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  the  figures  being  respectively  477  and  139, 
as  against  529  and  114  during  the  previous  year.  Two  hundred  and  seventeen  deaths  were 
registered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  giving  a  Phthisis  Death-rate  of  0’63  as  against  0‘65 
in  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  lowest  Phthisis  Death-rate  recorded  since  1913,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  work  of  the  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis,  in  spite  of  the  troublous 
times  through  which  we  have  been  passing. 

30.  An  analysis  of  visits  paid  to  Tuberculosis  cases  by  the  County  Health  Visiting  Staff 
is  given  in  Table  E  of  the  Appendix.  To  the  newly-notified  cases  448  first  visits  and  322 
re-visits  were  paid,  and  in  addition  1188  visits  were  paid  to  old  eases,  making  a  total  of 
1,958  visits  to  Tubereulosis  eases  during  the  year. 

31.  Work  at  the  Chief  Dispensary,  Coventry,  and  at  the  six  Branch  Dispensaries  in  the 
County  is  referred  to  in  detail  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  together  with 
an  interesting  analysis  of  cases  receiving  Institutional  treatment. 

32.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  durinp  the  year  in  the  erection  of  the  new  King 
Edward  Memorial  Sanatorium  at  Hertford  Hill,  vVarwick.  Should  this  progress  be  main¬ 
tained,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Sanatorium  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  in 
April,  1923.  Ample  accommodation  will  then  be  available  for  the  needs  of  the  area  of  the 
Joint  Committee  as  the  Sanatorium  is  designed  for  150  beds.  The  building,  when  completed, 
will  be  an  acquisition  to  the  County,  and  will  indeed  be  a  fitting  memorial  to  our  late  King, 
whose  sympathy  was  at  all  times  so  graciously  extended  to  sufferers  from  this  dread  disease. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 
(DR.  J.  McG.  WILLIAMS). 

33.  During  1921  there  was  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  patients  as  compared 
with  1920,  and  a  marked  increase  in  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries. 
The  work  of  the  Joint  Committee’s  seven  Dispensaries  followed  the  general  lines  of  previous 
years.  The  administrative  and  office  work  was,  however,  very  considerably  increased  when 
the  Joint  Committee  took  over  the  work  of  the  Insurance  Committees  in  May,  1921.  No 
further  progress  was  made  towards  completing  the  Dispensary  Scheme  although  it  is  probably 
the  most  important  part  of  the  scheme.  According  to  the  original  plan.  Dispensaries  have 
yet  to  be  established  at  Alcester,  Southam,  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Tamworth.  Economic 
conditions  made  it  impossible  to  take  any  further  steps  towards  finding  suitable  premises 
in  these  four  towns. 
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34.  The  total  number  of  new  cases  dealt  with  in  1921  was  892,  as  compared  with  945  in 
1920,  a  decrease  of  53.  The  attendances  at  the  seven  Dispensaries  amounted  to  3,703, 
against  2,909  in  1920,  an  increase  of  794.  I  don’t  think  a  much  larger  number  of  attend¬ 
ances  than  3,703  could  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  at  the  Dispensaries,  unless  they  are  opened 
on  additional  days.  It  was  possible  to  have  extra  sessions  at  various  Dispensaries  during 
the  year  when  required,  for  the  examination  of  contacts  and  old  cases. 

35.  The  largest  increase  in  attendances  occurred  at  Coventry  and  Rugby  Dispensaries. 
The  increase  at  Coventry — 222 — is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  patients  examined 
with  the  X-Rays.  Rugby  Dispensary  was  opened  in  July,  1920,  and  the  attendances — 
173 — in  that  year  were  for  the  5^  months  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  end  of  December, 
while  for  the  whole  of  1921  the  attendances  were  382. 


36.  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  patients  in  their  homes  increased  from  249  in  1920  to 
285  in  1921. 

37.  The  Atherstone  Dispensary  is  open  from  1-15  to  4  p.m.  on  Wednesdays.  Coventry 
Dispensary  is  open  from  6  to  9  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  and  2  to  5  p.m.  on  Fridays — patients 
can  be  seen  on  other  days  by  appointment.  Leamington  Dispensary  is  open  from  10  a.m. 
to  12-30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  and  from  6  to  8  p.m.  on  Thursdays.  Nuneaton  Dispensary 
is  open  on  Tuesdays  from  10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.,  and  from  2  to  4-30  p.m.  Rugby  Dispensary 
is  open  on  Mondays  from  10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  and  from  2  to  4  p.m.  Solihull  Dispensary 
is  open  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  on  Thursdays,  and  Stratford-on-Avon  Dispensary  is  open 
from  2  to  4-30  p.m.  on  Fridays. 

38.  The  arrangements  made  in  1918  for  the  allocation  of  Sanatorium  and  Hospital  Beds 
were  continued.  Several  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  were  sent  to  colonies  for  concurrent 
treatment  and  training  in  various  trades. 

39.  Dr.  French  and  Dr.  Cyriax  continued  to  act  as  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officers.  Dr. 
Edwards  remained  at  Bramcote  Sanatorium  as  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Dr.  Laird 
continued  to  act  as  Visiting  Medical  Officer  to  Exhall  Sanatorium. 

40.  In  February,  1921,  the  number  of  beds  at  Bramcote  Sanatorium  was  increased  from 
48  to  60,  and  during  the  summer  a  ward  with  2  beds  for  acute  cases  was  completed,  making 
the  total  number  of  beds  62  ;  and  in  October,  1921,  the  beds  at  Exhall  were  increased  from 
42  to  48  by  the  erection  of  3  double  shelters. 


41.  The  following  tables  give  the  usual  information  about  the  patients  dealt  with  under 
the  Joint  Committee’s  Scheme  : — 


Atherstone  Dispensary. 


New  Patients — 

New  Patients — 

Insured  Males 

Pulmonary 

•  • .  •  •  • 

30 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

5 

^-56 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

Insured  Females  ... 

®  I 

Not  Tuberculous 

22 

Uninsured  Females 

26  J 

1 

Doubtful — 

■under  obser- 

vation  at  end  of  year 

1 

On  Dispensary 

Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment, 

Treatment  during  1921. 

Total. 

Insured 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2)  , 

Uninsured 

2 

... 

0 

2/ 

Contacts 

Doubtful — 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Not  Tuberculous 

under  observation 

11 

1 

10 

0 

•56 


Total  Attendances  of  Patients 


206 


7 


Coventry 

Dispensary. 

New  Patients — 

New  Patients — • 

Insured  Males 

57] 

Pulmonary 

60] 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

35 

21  [  1^5 

N  on-Pulmonary 

13  1 

Insured  Females  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 

91  j-  175 

1 

Uninsured  Females 

62  J 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 

vation  at  end  of  year 

llj 

On 

Dispensary 

Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment, 

,  1-1-21 

Treatment  during  1921  Total 

Insured 

6 

•  •  • 

^  ^  1  25 

11  ...  19  j  ^ 

Uninsured  ... 

8 

... 

Contacts 

Doubtful — 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Not  Tuberculous  under  observation 

63 

4 

50  9 

Total  Attendances  of  County  Patients  ...  708 

Total  Attendances  of  Coventry  Patients  ...  2,857 


Leamington  Dispensary. 


New  Patients — 

Insured  Males 

30' 

New  Patients — 
Pulmonary 

351 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

36 

■  115 

N  on-Pulmonary 

•  •• 

7  i 

Insured  Females  ... 

4 

Not  Tuberculous 

.  •  • 

69  \  115 

1 

Uninsured  Females 

45 

Doubtful — under  obser- 

On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-21 

vation  at  end  of 
Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment  during  1921 

year 

Total 

4  J 

Insured 

30 

, 

5 

35  ) 

64 

Uninsured 

22 

7 

29  j 

Contacts 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Doubtful — 

Not  Tuberculous  under  observation 

27 

3 

21 

3 

Total  Attendances  of  Patients  .  896 

Nuneaton  Dispensary. 

New  Patients —  New  Patients — 


Insured  Males 

561 

Pulmonary 

71] 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

69  ! 

47  [  275 

Non-Pulmonary 

12 

Insured  Females  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 

■  171 

>  275 

Uninsured  Females 

103  J 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 
vation  at  end  of  year 

21, 

On  Dispensary  Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment,  1-1-21  Treatment  during  1921  Total 


Insured 

12 

0 

Uninsured 

13 

3 

Contacts 

Doubtful — 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Not  Tuberculous 

under  observation 

111 

9 

91 

11 

Total  Attendances  of  Patients 

•••  •••  ••• 

1,089 

Rugby  Dispensary. 


New  Patients — 

New  Patients — 

Insured  Males 

33 1 

Pulmonary 

... 

42]  • 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

Non-Pulmonary 

... 

61 

Insured  Females  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 

.  .  . 

56  j-  110 

i 

Uninsured  Females 

36] 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 

vation  at  end  of  year 

6  J 

On  Dispensary 

Put  on  Dispensary 

Total. 

Treatment, 

1-1-21. 

Treatment  during  1921. 

Insured 

6 

•  •  . 

1 

7^^ 

Uninsured 

4 

3 

Contacts 

Doubtful — 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Not  Tuberculous  under  observation 

16 

1 

14 

1 

Total  Attendances  of  Patients  ... 


382 


8 


Solihull  Dispensary. 


New  Patients — 

New  Patients — 

Insured  Males 

21 

Pulmonary 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5' 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

9  j 

3  [20 

Non-Pulmonary 

0 

Insured  Females  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 

14 

^20 

Uninsured  Females 

6J 

Doubtful — 

under  obser- 

vation 

... 

IJ 

On  Dispensary 

Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment,  1-1-21. 

Treatment  during  1921. 

Total. 

Insured 

2 

1 

3  )  . 

Uninsured 

5 

0 

5  f  ® 

Contacts 

Doubtful — 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Not  Tuberculous 

under  observation 

9 

0 

9 

0 

Total  Attendances  of  Patients  .  130 


New  Patients — 


Stratford-on-  Avon  Dispensary. 

New  Patients — 


Insured  Males 

29  ■] 

1 

Pulmonary 

•  *  • 

28 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

7 

1 

^  59 

1 

N  on-Pulmonary 

•  •  • 

5 

Insured  Females  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 

•  •  • 

23 

Uninsured  Females 

12  J 

1 

Doubtful — under  obser- 

vation  at  end  of  year 


Insured 

Uninsured 


Contacts 

examined 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-21 

2 

3 


Tuberculous 

0 


Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment  during  1921. 

3 

1 


Not  Tuberculous 
4 


Total  Attendance  of  Patients  ... 


Total. 

5l 
41 


:} 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 


292 


59 


3J 


New  Patients — 


Cases  Visited  at  their  Homes. 

New  Patients- 


Insured  Males 

311 

Pulmonary  . 

53' 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

16  1 

14  82 

Non-Pulmonary 

17 

Insured  Females  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 

11 

•82 

Uninsured  Females 

21  J 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 

vation  at  end  of  year 

1  ^ 

Dispensaries. 

Stage  1. 

Stage  of 

Stage  2. 

Atherstone  . 

14 

10 

Coventry 

33 

15 

Leamington 

14 

14 

Nuneaton 

37 

18 

Rugby  . 

21 

13 

Solihull 

1 

2 

Stratford-on-Avon 

14 

11 

Cases  seen  at  home  ... 

22 

16 

156 

99 

Disease. 


Stage  3. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Not 

Tuberculous. 

Doubtful 

Cases 

Total. 

6 

3 

22 

1 

56 

12 

13 

91 

11 

175 

7 

7 

69 

4 

115 

16 

12 

171 

21 

275 

8 

6 

56 

6 

no 

2 

0 

14 

1 

20 

3 

5 

23 

3 

59 

15 

17 

11 

1 

82 

69 

63 

457 

48 

892 

9 


The  non-tubercuious  and  doubtful  cases  (505)  are  omitted  from  the  following  tables, 
which  deal  with  the  387  tuberculous  cases. 


Dispensaries 

0-6 

6-10 

10-16 

16-20 

Age 

20-26 

Periods. 

26-30  30-36 

36-40 

40-46 

46-60 

over  60 

Total 

Atherstone... 

0 

1 

2 

6 

10 

6 

1 

2 

3 

2 

0 

33 

Coventry  ... 

3 

3 

5 

11 

10 

13 

11 

11 

4 

0 

2 

73 

Leamington 

0 

5 

3 

6 

8 

8 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

42 

Nuneaton  ... 

3 

13 

7 

13 

15 

12 

6 

4 

6 

2 

2 

83 

Rugby 

1 

5 

3 

7 

9 

9 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

48 

Solihull 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Stratford-on- 

Avon 

0 

1 

1 

3 

9 

6 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

33 

Cases  seen  at 
home 

5 

5 

8 

10 

11 

17 

4 

3 

4 

2 

1 

70 

12 

33 

30 

57 

72 

72 

37 

29 

25 

12 

8 

387 

Condition  of  Teeth. 


Dispensaries 

Good,  up  to 

4  decayed 

More  than 

4  decayed. 

Pyorrhoea, 

Alveolaris 

Dentures,  partial 
or  complete 

Total 

Atherstone  ... 

16 

10 

0 

7 

33 

Coventry 

41 

19 

4 

9 

73 

Leamington 

23 

5 

5 

9 

42 

Nuneaton  ... 

54 

17 

1 

11 

83 

Rugby 

31 

9 

1 

7 

48 

Solihull 

4 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Stratford-on-Avon ... 

14 

12 

1 

6 

33 

Cases  seen  at  home 

50 

9 

5 

6 

70 

233 

81 

17 

56 

387 

Family  History  of  Tuberculosis. 


Near  relatives 

Distant  relatives 

Negative  family 

Dispensaries. 

affected. 

affected. 

history. 

Total. 

Atherstone 

12 

4 

17 

33 

Coventry  ... 

19 

8 

46 

73 

Leamington 

8 

6 

28 

42 

Nuneaton 

27 

11 

45 

83 

Rugby  . 

16 

5 

27 

48 

SolihuU  ... 

0 

1 

4 

5 

Stratford-on-Avon 

9 

2 

22 

33 

Cases  seen  at  home 

17 

9 

44 

70 

108 

46 

233 

387 

_ 

— 

42.  Examinations  of  511  patients  who  were  known  to  us  for  a  period  of  at  least  twelve 
months,  were  carried  out  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  their  working  capacity  : — 


Doing  some  work  at 

Not  working  but 

Unfit  for  work  of 

date  of  examination. 

able  for  light  work 

any  kind 

Total. 

230 

63 

218 

511 

45% 

12-3% 

42-7% 

10 


Patients  (including  12  Non-Tuberculous  Cases)  Visited 
IN  THEIR  Homes. 


District. 

New  Cases 

Old  Cases 

Total. 

Coleshill  and  Water  Orton 

7 

5 

12 

Coventry  ... 

9 

17 

26 

Kineton  and  Farnborough 

1 

5 

6 

Leamington  and  Warwick 

15 

31 

46 

Nuneaton,  Bedworth  and  Atherstone 

14 

66 

80 

Rugby  . 

21 

28 

49 

Solihull  and  Knowle 

2 

4 

6 

Southam  and  Harbury  ... 

0 

12 

12 

Stratford-on-Avon 

2 

2 

4 

Studley  and  Alcester 

0 

6 

6 

Sutton  Coldfield 

2 

11 

13 

Tamworth 

9 

16 

25 

82* 

203 

285 

*11  not  tuberculous,  and  1  doubtful  case. 


43.  Sanatorium  Treatment. — Information  concerning  the  number  of  admissions  and 
discharges,  average  length  of  stay,  and  the  institutions  made  use  of  during  the  year,  is 
given  in  the  following  tables  : — 

Admissions  Discharges 


Sanatoria  : — 

Bramcote  ...  ...  67 

ExhaU  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Holy  Cross,  Haslemere  ...  ...  0 

King  George’s,  Bramshott  ...  1 

Makings  Farm,  near  Colchester  ...  1 

Northwood  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

St.  Barnabas,  Torquay  ...  ...  0 

St.  Joseph’s,  Hackney  ...  ...  1 

West  Heath  ...  ...  ...  6 

Winsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


61 

58 

1 

0 

1 

19 

1 

1 

6 

11 


Hospitals  : — 

Baschurch,  near  Oswestry 

Nuneaton 

Rugby 

St.  Gerrard’s 

Stratford-on-Avon 

Warneford,  Leamington  ... 

Colonies  ; — 

Nayland,  near  Colchester  ... 
Papworth,  Cambridgeshire 
Preston  Hall,  near  Aylesford 


2  ...  2 

4  ...  4 

23  ...  23 

0  ...  3 

1  ...  1 

8  ...  9 

1  ...  0 

...  8  ...  4 

5  ...  3 


226 


208 


=  23  T 954  weeks. 
=  26T194  .. 


Average  duration  of  treatment — all  Institutions 
Average  duration  of  treatment — Bramcote 
Average  duration  of  treatment — ExhaU 


19-6748 


II 


11 


44.  Deaths  in  Institutions  (included  in  discharges): — 

Bramcote  ...  .  ...  6 

Northwood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rugby  Hospital  .  3 

St.  Joseph’s  Home,  Hackney  ...  ...  1 

Warneford  Hospital  ...  .  1 

West  Heath  Hospital  .  ...  2 


14 

45.  Five  of  these  were  discharged  soldiers. 

Four  of  the  deaths  were  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

46.  The  condition  of  205  patients  on  discharge  from  Sanatoria,  Hospitals  and  Colonies, 
was  investigated  at  the  Dispensaries  or  from  reports  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Institu¬ 
tions  where  they  were  treated,  and  is  as  follows  : — - 

Much  improved.  Improved.  Stationary.  Worse.  Died.  Total. 

32  117  27  15  14  205 

47.  Seventy  of  the  205  patients  who  were  discharged  or  died  may  be  classified  as  advanced 
or  moderately  advanced  cases.  It  was  found  on  investigation  that  7  were  much  improved  ; 
32  improved  ;  11  stationary  ;  9  worse,  and  11  died.  The  improvement  is  not  lasting,  and 
long  periods  of  Sanatorium  treatment  for  these  advanced  cases  has  little,  if  any,  curative 
value.  From  the  point  of  view  of  prevention,  however,  there  may  be  something  to  be 
said  for  this  policy.  The  early  cases  should,  where  necessary,  have  prolonged  treatment, 
but  not  every  early  case  of  tuberculosis  requires  Sanatorium  Treatment,  probably  the 
majority  do  not.  I  still  believe  that  Sanatorium  Treatment  is  the  best  treatment  at  present 
available  for  selected  cases,  at  any  rate  at  the  commencement  of  their  fight  against  the  disease. 

Treatment  in  residential  institutions  is  the  most  costly  part  of  a  scheme  for  dealing  with 
tuberculosis,  and  it  is  probable  that  during  1922,  the  Joint  Committee’s  beds  for  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  will  be  limited  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  beds  for  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  for  patients  in  the  Joint  Committee's  area  are  already  limited  to  24.  At  present 
this  number  meets  your  requirements  fairly  well.  Although,  occasionally,  there  may  be 
a  waiting  list  of  2  or  3  for  a  few  weeks,  I  have  been  able  to  arrange  treatment  for  nearly 
aU  cases  applying  to  the  Committee  without  much  delay. 

48.  It  was  decided  by  the  Joint  Committee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
that  all  patients  except  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  treated  in  Institutions,  who  could  afford  a 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  their  treatment,  should  be  asked  to  pay  a  fee  according  to 
their  means.  Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  collecting  the  fees  suggested, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Joint  Committee  has  been  generous  and  lenient  in  dealing 
with  these  cases.  No  case  was  refused  treatment  who  could  not  pay  anything  towards  the 
expense  incurred  in  treating  him  or  her.  One  patient  refused  to  give  any  information 
concerning  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  family,  and  was  offered  a  bed  at  the  actual 
cost  to  the  Committee,  but  did  not  reply  and  consequently  was  not  treated. 

49.  Contacts. — Routine  examination  of  contacts  was  continued  during  the  year.  It  is 
somewhat  diflhcult  to  persuade  people  to  be  examined,  and  although  the  percentage  of 
attendances  was  somewhat  higher  in  1921  than  in  1920,  they  are  not  altogether  satisfactory. 
In  1920,  42'5  per  cent,  of  those  asked  to  attend  did  so,  while  in  1921,  55'1  per  cent,  attended. 
In  1920,  312  contacts  were  examined,  and  in  1921,  242  were  examined.  It  was  thought 
useless  to  make  appointments  for  people  who  hesitated  in  giving  an  answer  as  to  whether 
they  would  or  would  not  be  examined.  Notwithstanding  the  help  of  the  Health  Visitors, 
these  difficulties  encountered  in  1920  continued,  and  account  for  the  smaller  number  of 
examinations.  The  figures  for  Coventry  Dispensary  are  an  exception,  95  per  cent,  of  the 
appointments  were  kept. 
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50.  Details  as  to  appointments,  results  of  examination  and  ages  of  the  contacts  examined 
are  given  in  the  following  tables 


Dispensaries. 

Appointments 

Attendances 

Per  cent. 

Atherstone 

32 

11 

34 

Coventry  ... 

66 

63 

95 

Leamington 

70 

27 

38 

Nuneaton 

190 

111 

58 

Rugby  . 

30 

16 

53 

Solihull  ... 

22 

9 

40 

Stratford-on-Avon 

29 

5 

17 

439 

242 

or  55’1  T 

Examined 

242 


Tuberculous 

18 


Not  Tuberculous 

199 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 

25 


Over  16  years  of  age  . 
Under  16  years  of  age 


Males. 

25 

77 


Females. 

44 

96 


Totals. 

69) 

1731 


242 


51.  As  was  to  be  expected  a  large  proportion  of  the  contacts  did  not  show  any  evidence 
of  active  tuberculosis.  As  at  present  carried  out,  contact  examination  is  not  a  very  important 
branch  of  the  work,  for  it  is  practically  impossible  to  re-examine  the  cases  seen  in  1921, 
in  three,  five  or  ten  years  time.  Unless  this  can  be  done,  the  only  conclusion  that  can  be 
come  to  regarding  the  apparently  healthy  contacts  is  that  as  a  result  of  one,  two,  or  more 
examinations  in  any  given  year,  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  was  found.  It  is  obviously 
impossible  to  arrange  for  all  these  people  who  have  already  been  examined  to  attend  at 
future  dates,  and  at  the  same  time  carry  out  the  examinations  of  new  contacts,  which  we 
are  expected  to  do  each  year. 

52.  Dispensary  Treatment. — The  number  of  patients  who  had  Dispensary  Treatment  in 
1921  was  152,  this  was  8  less  than  in  1920.  I  intend  as  far  as  possible  to  limit  this  form 
of  treatment  in  the  future  to  uninsured  persons  who  cannot  afford  ordinary  medical  attend¬ 
ance.  The  insured  have  the  right  to  free  treatment  from  their  panel  doctors.  Dispensaries 
were  never  intended  to  be  stations  where  any  and  every  tuberculous  person  can  attend  for 
a  supply  of  medicine  or  cod  liver  oil. 


53.  X-Ray  Examinations.- — -The  number  of  examinations  made  during  the  year  was  208. 
There  were  167  examinations  with  the  screen  and  41  photographs.  One  hundred  and  seventy 
four  (174)  examinations  of  the  chest  were  made,  and  34  examinations  of  the  other  parts. 
In  1920  the  number  of  examinations  made  was  84.  It  will  be  seen  that  increasing  use  is 
being  made  of  this  means  of  investigating  cases,  and  although  it  is  rather  expensive  to  keep 
up,  I  think  it  is  well  worth  the  money  which  was  and  is  being  spent  on  it.  I  hope  that 
when  prices  have  fallen  somewhat,  I  may  be  able  to  get  additional  apparatus.  Several 
parts  may  have  to  be  replaced  soon.  A  considerable  number  of  practitioners  now  ask  for 
their  patients  to  be  examined  with  the  X-Rays,  and  several  have  attended  the  Coventry 
Dispensary  when  their  patients  were  being  examined.  This  is  very  satisfactory  and  I  always 
like  to  meet  the  doctors  in  consultation. 

54.  Children. — Three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (359)  children  (up  to  16  years  of  age)  were 
examined  at  the  Dispensaries,  170  boys  and  189  girls.  Thirty-nine  (39)  of  these  were 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  28  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  of  the 
remainder — 292 — 266  were  found  to  be  non-tuberculous,  and  26  were  doubtful  cases  and 
under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  39  pulmonary  cases  were  classified.  Stage 
I.,  23  :  Stage  II.,  12  ;  Stage  III.,  4. 
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55.  Shelters. — The  arrangements  made  in  1917  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  the  hire  of 
shehers  from  certain  local  authorities  were  continued.  The  number  of  shelters  available 
(excluding  Coventry)  is  66.  The  number  in  use  on  the  31st  December,  1921,  by  Warwick¬ 
shire  patients  was  60.  During  the  year  14  shelters  were  removed  on  ceasing  to  be  required, 
and  14  we  e  erected  at  new  addresses.  The  Joint  Committee  purchased  31  shelters  from 
the  Warwickshire  Insurance  Committee  for  the  sum  of  £240.  If  these  shelters  had  not  been 
bought  by  the  Joint  Committee,  they  might  have  been  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  that  they 
would  have  not  been  available  for  Warwickshire  patients.  The  Joint  Committee  have 
neither  means  of  transport,  nor  arrangements  for  inspection  and  storage  for  these  shelters, 
but,  owing  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Warwickshire  Insurance  Committee  and  their  Clerk  in 
arranging  to  help  in  the  removal  and  storing  of  these  shelters,  it  is  hoped  that  the  difficulties 
will  be  overcome. 

56.  Dental  Treatment. — Dental  Treatment  was  continued  at  Bramcote  and  Exhall  Sanatoria. 
Considerable  difficulty  was  found  in  arranging  dental  treatment  for  patients  recommended 
for  Sanatorium  Treatment,  before  their  admission.  There  are  7  dentists  who  do  work  for 
the  Joint  Committee  in  the  County,  one  in  each  of  the  following  towns  : — Coventry,  Nuneaton, 
Rugby,  Solihull,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Tamworth.  Only  2  patients  were 
treated  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  dispensaries.  Particulars  of  the  cases  treated 
in  the  Sanatoria  appear  in  the  reports  of  the  Bramcote  and  Exhall  House  Committees. 

57.  After  Care.- — There  were  24  applications  for  help.  The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  was  able 
to  deal  with  19  of  these  cases  as  follows  : — 

Clothing  supplied  ...  ...  ...  7 

Financial  Help  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Special  Nursing  arrangements  ...  ...  3 

Arrangements  made  for  admission  to  the 

Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

19 


58.  Gifts  of  clothing  were  received  from  various  sources,  all  of  which  have  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  the  donors  thanked. 

59.  Extra  Nourishment. — The  Joint  Committee  now  have  power  to  grant  extra  diet  to 
tuberculous  patients.  Their  expenditure  must  not  exceed  £2  per  thousand  of  the  population 
in  the  Joint  Committee’s  area.  This  allows  a  sum  of  £750,  which  could  have  been  spent 
if  required  for  this  purpose  in  Warwickshire  and  Coventry  during  the  period  from  the  1st 
May,  1921,  to  31st  March,  1922.  At  the  beginning  of  May  the  Warwickshire  Insurance 
Committee  were  supplying  extra  nourishment  to  3  patients.  The  Joint  Committee  continued 
this  extra  diet  and  granted  17  patients  extra  nourishment  during  the  period  from  the  1st 
May  to  31st  December,  1921.  These  grants  ceased  in  8  cases  during  the  period  under  con¬ 
sideration,  so  that  there  were  12  patients  receiving  extra  diet  on  the  31st  December,  1921. 

60.  The  Treasurer  has  kindly  informed  me  that  a  sum  of  £90  19s.  5d.  has  been  spent  on 
extra  diets  for  patients  in  Warwickshire  and  Coventry.  The  accounts  are  not  kept  separately 
for  the  County  and  City,  and  consequently  I  cannot  give  the  amount  actually  spent  in 
the  County. 

61.  Nurse  Shaw  (Tuberculosis  Nurse)  visited  55  patients  (7  of  whom  were  discharged  soldiers) 
and  she  also  made  4  visits  to  County  Dispensaries.  The  routine  visiting  of  tuberculous 
cases  is  done  by  the  County  Health  Visitors,  and  details  of  their  visits  are  given  elsewhere 
in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

62.  Payment  of  Patients’  Travelling  Expenses. — The  travelling  expenses  of  necessitous  patients 
from  their  homes  to  Dispensaries  and  Sanatoria  can  be  paid,  and  during  1921  the  sum  of 
£15  15s.  3d.  was  spent.  This  sum  does  not  take  into  account  the  upkeep  of  the  Bramcote 
Ambulance  or  the  hire  of  the  taxis  in  regular  use  for  Exhall  Sanatorium. 
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63.  Sanatorium  Benefit  ceased  to  be  included  amongst  the  benefits  conferred  by  Part  1. 
of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  on  the  1st  May,  1921.  From  that  date  Local 
Authorities  had  to  take  over  the  responsibilities  of  the  Insurance  Committees  with  regard 
to  Tuberculosis.  A  Circular  Letter — 190 — was  issued  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the 
end  of  March,  1921,  setting  forth  the  arrangements  which  were  to  be  made  by  Local 
Authorities  from  the  appointed  date  on  which  Sanatorium  Benefit  was  to  cease.  In  the 
Joint  Committee’s  area,  there  was  not  any  great  difficulty  experienced  in  taking  over  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Warwickshire  and  Coventry  Insurance  Committees,  as  agreements 
had  previously  been  entered  into  with  these  two  Insurance  Committees,  whereby  the  Joint 
Committee  provided  the  Institutional  Treatment  for  the  Insurance  Committee’s  patients. 
In  accordance  with  Circular  190,  the  Joint  Committee  arranged  for  insured  persons  who 
were  already  receiving  Institutional  Treatment  on  the  30th  April,  1921,  to  continue  having 
this  treatment.  Tney  also  arranged  to  provide  Sanatorium  treatment  generally  to  all 
persons  requiring  it,  but  they  decided  that  those  patients  whose  financial  circumstances 
were  such  that  they  might  be  expected  to  make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  their 
treatment,  should  be  asked  to  do  so.  It  is  not  desirable  for  any  Local  Authority  to  provide 
free  treatment  for  all  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  irrespective  of  their  income. 
Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment  to  necessitous  patients 
receiving  home  treatment.  Extra  diets  are  granted  by  me  to  the  cases  I  think  suitable, 
and  reports  of  their  financial  conditions  are  given  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
at  which  the  grants  are  either  approved  of  or  stopped.  It  was  recently  decided  by  the 
Joint  Committee  that  extra  nourishment  should  not  be  granted  unless  the  total  family  income, 
after  deducting  the  rent,  was  less  than  10s.  per  head  per  week,  with  the  proviso  that  I  could 
use  my  judgment  in  dealing  with  small  families  of  one  or  two  members.  The  Ministry 
request  the  Local  Authorities  to  see  that  suitable  precautions  are  taken  against  the  abuse 
of  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment.  As  far  as  possible,  we  try  to  ensure  that  the  articles 
of  food  supplied  are  consumed  by  the  patients  for  whom  they  are  intended. 

64.  The  special  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculous  ex-Service  men  would  appear 
at  first  sight  to  be  somewhat  complicated,  but  the  main  point  is  that  an  ex-Service  man  has 
to  have  preferential  treatment. 

65.  Numerous  statistics  and  returns  have  to  be  prepared  at  various  intervals,  showing  the 
numbers  of  ex-Service  men  in  residential  Institutions,  the  numbers  on  the  waiting  lists,  and 
the  numbers  of  reports  sent  on  special  forms  to  the  various  local  Pensions  Committees.  The 
majority  of  these  report  forms  and  returns  could  be  dispensed  with  without  depriving  the 
patients  concerned  of  any  part  of  their  treatment.  Their  completion  and  the  keeping  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Record  Cards  for  Pensions  Medical  Boards  take  up  a  considerable  amount 
of  time,  which,  to  my  mind,  might  be  spent  more  profitably  in  other  work.  From  the  1st 
May  to  31st  December,  1921,  341  of  these  special  forms  were  forwarded  to  various  Pensions 
Committees  in  the  County. 

66.  Previous  to  the  cessation  of  Sanatorium  Benefit,  the  panel  practitioners  had  to  forward 
Quarterly  Reports  to  the  Insurance  Committees  on  the  condition  of  their  tuberculous  insured 
patients  who  were  receiving  domiciliary  treatment.  These  reports  now  come  direct  to  me, 
except  the  first  report,  which  has  to  go  to  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  On  the  whole,  the  reports  have  been  forwarded  to  me  fairly  promptly,  and  in  most 
cases  where  there  was  any  considerable  delay,  there  was  some  satisfactory  explanation  as 
to  why  the  report  had  not  been  sent. 

67.  Special  arrangements  are  also  in  force  for  the  treatment  of  members  of  the  Mercantile 
Marine  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  It  is  not  likely  that  many  of  these  cases  will  apply  to 
the  Joint  Committee  for  treatment,  but  if  they  do  they  will  be  attended  to  promptly,  as 
indicated  in  the  regulations. 

68.  In  November,  1921,  the  Ministry  issued  another  Circular — 257 —  calling  attention  to 
the  need  for  economy.  This  circular  states  that  large  numbers  of  patients  should  not  be 
treated  at  Dispensaries  and  supplied  with  bottles  of  medicine.  With  regard  to  residential 
institutions,  information  is  given  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  fix  a  definite  limit  to  the 
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number  of  beds  to  be  used  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  1922  and  1923.  The  question  of 
contributions  by  patients  is  again  considered,  and  the  wording  of  the  paragraph  dealing  with 
this  question  is  as  follows  : — 

‘‘  The  Ministry  considers  that  Local  Authorities  should  require  a  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  the  residential  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
(other  than  ex-Service  men  whose  disease  has  been  held  to  be  attributable  to  or 
aggravated  by  War  Service),  in  cases  where  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  patients 
are  such  as  to  justify  a  charge.  It  is,  however,  important  that  nothing  should  be 
done  which  would  be  likely  to  deter  persons  who  are  in  need  of  residential  treatment 
from  accepting  such  residential  treatment,  and  that  a  charge  should  only  be  made 
in  cases  in  which  the  Authority  are  satisfied  that  the  patient  is  in  a  position  to  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  cost  of  treatment.” 

69.  The  Joint  Committee  have  followed  this  policy,  and  do  not  exclude  any  tuberculous 
case  from  Sanatorium  treatment,  where  this  treatment  is  recommended,  because  the  patient 
cannot  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  treatment. 

70.  The  preparation  of  this  report  involves  a  good  deal  of  clerical  work,  which  seems  to  be 
increasing  each  year,  and  I  wish  again  to  thank  Dr.  French  and  Dr.  Cyriax  for  supplying 
the  figures  in  connection  with  their  Dispensaries,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  clerical 
staff  at  the  chief  Dispensary,  for  much  valuable  assistance.  Dr.  Edwards  also  kindly  com¬ 
pared  his  figures  for  Bramcote  with  mine. 

(Signed), 

J.  McG.  WILLIAMS. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

71.  The  facilities  provided  by  the  Council  for  the  treatment  of  County  patients  suffering 
from  Venereal  Diseases  are  as  follows  : — • 

Treatment  Centres. 

General  Hospital,  Birmingham— 

Tuesday  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Tuesday  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Friday  .  4  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  Coventry — 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  Thursday,  10  a.m. 

Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  Saturday,  2- — 2-30  p.m. 

Warneford  General  Hospital,  Leamington  Spa— 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  Tuesday,  4-30  to  5-30  p.m. 

Saturday,  5  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Tuesday,  5-30  p.m.  to  6-30  p.m. 

Saturday,  7  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Ablution  Centre,  8  a.m.  to  9  a.m.  and  8  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  daily,  except  Sundays 

Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby — 

Women  and  Children  ...  ...  Thursday,  5-30  p.m. 

Men  ...  ...  ...  ...  Tuesday,  5-30  p.m. 

Thursday,  6-30  p.m. 

72.  The  following  Table  indicates  to  what  extent  the  various  Centres  have  been  taken 


advantage  of  during  the  year. 


Coventry 
and  Warwickshire 
Hospital. 

New  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  103 

Warneford 

Hospital 

Leamington. 

64 

Hospital 
of  St.  Cross, 
Rugby. 

34 

General 

Hospital, 

Birmingham. 

36 

Totals. 

237 

Discharged  after  completion  of  treat¬ 
ment 

35 

2 

28 

_ 

65 

Ceased  to  attend  without  completing 
treatment 

22 

21 

18 

1 

62 

Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at 
Clinics 

1968 

760 

901 

513 

4142 
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73.  Propaganda. — The  education  of  the  public  has  been  continued  as  formerly  on  lines  laid 
down  by  the  National  Council  for  Combating  Venereal  Diseases.  The  following  is  the 
Report  of  the  Warwickshire  Branch  for  the  year  under  re\dew  : — 

74.  “  The  Executive  Committee  met  at  Warwick  on  June  15th,  1921,  and  again  on  April 
11th,  1922.  As  an  Organiser  from  the  National  Council  had  been  in  the  County  during 
November  and  December,  1920,  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  and  stimulating  the  work 
of  the  local  Propaganda  Committees,  it  was  decided  that  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  make 
a  similar  appointment  during  the  year  under  review.  A  considerable  economy  has  accordingly 
been  effected  in  this  respect. 

75.  ”  Lectures  have  again  been  organised  in  some  of  the  more  populous  centres  in  the 
County.  At  Nuneaton,  Dr.  Cranston  Walker  addressed  well-attended  meetings  on  November 
2nd,  1921,  and  again  on  February  1st,  1922.  During  the  week  commencing  March  27th, 
the  film  ‘  The  End  of  the  Road  ’  was  shown  twice  nightly  to  crowded  audiences.  The  success 
of  the  showing  was  so  great  that  instead  of  being  billed  for  three  nights  only  it  was  continued 
during  the  whole  week.  At  Stratford-on-Avon  a  meeting  was  held  on  February  18th  for 
Women,  Teachers  and  Social  Workers,  and  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Beatrice  Webb.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended. 

76.  “  Full  advantage  was  taken  of  National  Health  Week — October  9th  to  15th — to  further 
Venereal  Disease  propaganda.  Lectures  to  Midwives  on  Venereal  Diseases  were  given  by 
Dr.  L.  L.  Fyfe  at  Rugby.  Addresses  to  Mothers  were  given  by  Dr.  Katherine  Scott,  at 
a  number  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  throughout  the  County.  At  3  Picture  Houses  in 
Bedworth  the  following  films  were  shown  during  the  week  : — ‘  The  End  of  the  Road,’ 
‘  Unmarried,’  and  ‘  The  ever-open  Door.’ 

77.  “  Facilities  for  treatment  at  the  County  Clinics  at  Leamington,  Rugby,  Coventry  and 
Birmingham  have  been  freely  advertised.  All  Railway  Companies  whose  lines  pass  through 
the  County  of  Warwick,  have  been  communicated  with  and  requested  to  display  posters 
in  the  Lavatories  of  all  Railway  Stations. 

78.  “  Much  more  might  have  been  accomplished  during  the  year  but  for  the  Influenza 
epidemic  in  the  winter  months  and  widespread  unemployment  extending  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  in  the  industrial  centres. 

79.  "  Free  literature  has  been  distributed  at  all  Public  Meetings,  especially  during  National 
Health  Week,  and  copies  of  ‘  Medical  Opinion  of  Propaganda  on  Self-disinfection  as  a  method 
of  preventing  Venereal  Disease,’  have  been  purchased  for  distribution  as  occasion  arises 
with  a  view  to  making  clear  to  the  public  the  policy  of  the  National  Council  in  connection 
with  this  matter.” 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwives  Acts,  1902  and  1918  (Table  C). 

80.  Again  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  County — 
164  as  compared  with  1 57  during  the  previous  year.  Although  this  number  actually  practise 
in  the  County,  only  155  were  inspected  during  the  j  ear,  9  Midwives  living  in  adjoining  Counties 
and  therefore  not  subject  to  Inspection  by  the  Warwick  County  Inspectors. 

81.  From  April  1st,  1921,  the  inspection  of  Midwives  belonging  to  Affiliated  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tions  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  the 
County  Council  contributing  £80  annually  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  for  this  service. 

82.  During  the  year  under  review  113  Midwives  have  been  inspected  by  the  County  Health 
Visitors,  who  also  act  as  Inspectors  of  Midwives,  and  42  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  Of  these,  112  are  trained  and  43  are  bona-fide  Midwives.  Of  the  latter 
10  are  described  as  being  illiterate.  It  has  always  been  my  hope  that  some  measures  might 
be  possible  to  stop  the  practice  of  these  illiterate  women  without  doing  them  any  actual 
injustice,  but  at  present  we  can  only  wait  for  the  years  to  roll  by,  which  will  automatically 
reduce  their  number,  through  resignations  on  account  of  old  age  or  infirmity. 
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83.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  keeping  of  bags, 
appliances,  registers,  etc.,  and  in  addition  609  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  various 
matters  pertaining  to  their  practice,  making  a  total  of  894  visits  to  Midwives  during  the 
year  as  against  1 ,045  visits  in  the  previous  year.  This  reduction  is  due  partly  to  the  reduction 
in  the  County  Health  Visiting  Staff  and  possibly  also  to  the  altered  system  of  inspection. 

84.  Medical  help  to  Midwives. — The  number  of  notices  of  sending  for  medical  help  continues 
to  increase,  711  being  received  as  against  645  in  1920  and  576  in  1919.  In  my  last  Annual 
Report  I  predicted  an  increase  in  this  number  coincident  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
trained  midwives  practising  in  the  County.  It  will  be  interesting  to  notice  how  long  this 
figure  will  continue  to  rise.  Of  these  711  medical  help  notices,  only  111,  or  15  per  cent., 
were  submitted  as  claims  for  payment  from  Medical  Practitioners,  amounting  to  £159  16s. 

85.  Recovery  of  Fees. — Only  £18  8s.,  or  11  per  cent,  of  the  total  paid  to  Practitioners  by  the 
County  Council,  was  recovered  from  the  patients  during  1921.  In  normal  times  I  estimated 
that  not  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  this  amount  would  be  recoverable.  The  widespread 
unemployment  in  the  industrial  parts  of  the  County  is  without  doubt  responsible  for  this 
small  return.  Applying  the  income  of  those  responsible  to  the  County  Scale,  fees  amounting 
to  £42  14s.  were  remitted,  leaving  63  per  cent,  of  the  total  still  to  be  recovered.  A  considerable 
proportion  of  this  latter  sum  is  standing  out  against  miners,  whose  accounts  were  not 
remitted  during  the  strike. 

86.  Training  of  Midwives. — A  grant  of  £300  was  again  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
Training  of  Midwives,  through  the  agency  of  the  District  Nursing  Associations  and  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  Assistance  in  this  connection  was  given  to  six  pupils,  who,  when  trained, 
give  an  undertaking  to  practise  in  the  County  for  at  least  3  years. 

87.  Grants  in  respect  of  Midwifery  services  have  also  been  made  during  the  year  to  the 
County  Nursing  Association  to  the  extent  of  £245  for  assisting  Affiliated  District  Associations 
undertaking  midwifery. 

88.  Four  Midwives  resigned  during  the  year,  three  on  account  of  old  age  and  one  owing  to 
inability  to  carry  out  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

89.  Still-births. — One  hundred  and  four  notices  of  Still-birth  were  received  by  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority,  as  against  94  in  the  previous  year.  Although  this  increase  is  only  slight, 
any  increase  at  all  in  the  number  of  still-births  is  to  be  regretted,  and  points  to  the  need  for 
further  effort  in  the  anti-venereal  campaign,  which  is  at  present  being  carried  on  throughout 
the  County.  But  the  importance  of  Venereal  Disease  as  a  cause  of  Still-birth  must  not  be 
over  estimated.  Authorities  state  that  these  diseases  account  only  for  15  per  cent,  of  Still¬ 
births,  many  being  the  result  of  accidents  at  birth  and  other  maternal  disorders  which  are 
non-venereal  in  character. 

90.  There  is  therefore  a  need  for  combined  effort  on  the  part  of  Medical  Practitioners  and 
Midwives  towards  the  attainment  of  a  still  higher  standard  of  Midwifery,  together  with  the 
realisation  of  the  importance  of  careful  ante-natal  examination  and  treatment  of  the  parturient 
woman  as  occasion  requires. 

91.  Ante-  Natal  Clinics. — I  am  convinced  of  the  usefulness  of  the  five  Clinics  now  in  operation 
at  Warwick,  Rugby,  Coleshill,  Stoke  Heath  and  Solihull,  and  look  forward  to  a  possible 
extension  of  this  important  life-saving  activity.  The  lives  thus  saved  are  not  only  those 
of  infants,  but  of  the  child-bearing  members  of  the  community,  whose  importance  to  the 
State  cannot  at  present  be  over-estimated. 

92.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  at  the  two  principal  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  Warwick  and 
Rugby,  113  patients  have  been  examined  during  the  year  and  266  attendances  have  been 
made  at  the  Clinics.  In  addition  to  these  attendances  many  Ante-Natal  visits  have  been 
paid  by  the  County  Midwives  at  Warwick  to  patients  in  their  own  homes.  This  practice 
is  not  carried  out  by  the  County  Midwives  at  Rugby,  but  Midwives  practising  independently 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  are  encouraged  to  send  their  patients  to  the  Clinic  for 
examination  and  report. 
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Work  of  Health  Visitors  under  Notification  of  Births  Act,  etc. 

(Table  B.) 

93.  The  County  Health  Visitors,  whose  numbers  were  reduced  early  in  the  year  under  review 
from  seventeen  to  fifteen,  excluding  Miss  Lowe,  the  Superintendent,  have  again  recorded  a 
good  year’s  work  in  respect  of  the  Home  Visiting  of  Infants  under  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act. 

94.  This  is  referred  to  in  detail  in  Table  B  of  the  Appendix,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  3,068  first  visits  were  paid  during  the  year,  with  5,739  re-visits,  making  a  total  of  8,807, 
an  average  of  2 ‘8  visits  per  case. 

95.  As  a  result  of  the  reduction  of  staff  and  the  consequent  greater  call  on  the  remainder 
for  School  Medical  purposes,  the  number  of  home  visits  paid  to  infants  has  fallen  considerably. 
During  the  previous  year  4,192  first  visits  were  paid  and  8,050  re-visits,  making  a  total 
of  12,242,  but  although  the  total  visits  exceeded  that  of  the  present  year  by  3,435,  the 
average  number  of  visits  per  case  remains  practically  the  same,  the  average  for  1920 
being  just  under  three. 

96.  Of  the  3,068  Births  visited,  76  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  breast-fed,  9  per  cent,  partly 
breast-fed,  13  per  cent,  entirely  bottle-fed,  and  only  1  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  improperly 
fed.  This  is  a  further  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  when  2'3  per  cent,  were  found 
to  be  improperly  fed. 

97.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  number  of  Births  attended  by  Handywomen  is  again 
comparatively  small,  25,  as  compared  with  19  during  the  previous  year,  whereas  in  1919  as 
many  as  90  cases  were  attended  by  uncertificated  women. 

98.  In  no  instance  was  it  possible  to  obtain  proof  of  any  handywoman  “  habitually  and 
for  gain  ”  attending  women  in  childbirth,  the  plea  of  emergency  being  invariably  put  forward 
and  maintained. 

99.  Only  75  mothers  were  employed  in  factories  before,  and  30  after,  confinement,  as 
compared  with  114  and  27  respectively  during  the  previous  year. 

100.  The  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors  to  the  homes  revealed  unsatisfactory  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  in  138,  and  the  defects  in  132  instances  were  notified  by  them  to  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

101.  There  were,  during  the  year  under  review,  26  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in 
the  County,  at  each  of  which  a  County  Health  Visitor  acts  as  Superintendent.  The  only 
new  Centres  opened  during  the  year  were  at  Castle  Bromwich  and  at  Holbrooks  in  the  Coventry 
Rural  District. 

102.  785  attendances  were  made  by  the  County  Health  Visitors  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
the  total  attendances  of  Mothers  and  Infants  being  respectively  15,543  and  18,264.  These 
figures  do  not  include  attendances  at  the  Centres  in  the  Boroughs  of  Nuneaton,  Leamington 
and  Sutton  Coldfield,  which  are  all  Municipal  and  staffed  by  their  own  Health  Visitors. 
There  were  on  the  Registers  of  the  County  Voluntary  Centres  1,836  Mothers  and  2,156 
Infants. 

Maternity  Homes. 

103.  The  two  County  Maternity  Homes  run  in  conjunction  with  other  Health  activities  at 
the  County  Health  Centres,  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick,  and  16,  Hillmorton  Road,  Rugby,  have 
again  been  fully  utilised  and  are  being  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  public  as  the 
facilities  provided  become  more  widely  known. 

104.  There  are  four  Maternity  Beds  at  the  Warwick  Home  and  six  Maternity  Beds  at 
Rugby.  These  are  maintained  entirely  by  the  County  Council,  who  receive  the  customary 
grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  aid  of  expenditure  incurred. 

105.  They  are  staffed  by  two  Certificated  County  Midwives,  together  with  a  Relief  Midwife 
prepared  to  undertake  duty  at  either  Centre,  authority  being  given  to  obtain  further  temporary 
assistance  as  occasion  demands.  This  arrangement  has  so  far  answered  satisfactorily. 
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106.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Report  by  Miss  Lowe,  County  Superintendent, 
who  supervises  the  administration  of  both  County  Health  Centres,  much  useful  work  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  her  for  the  meticulous  attention 
she  has  given  them  in  order  to  ensure  their  complete  success. 

107.  The  other  activities  undertaken  at  the  County  Health  Centres  include,  in  addition 
to  the  Maternity  Homes,  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics,  Refraction  and  Dental  Clinics,  and  in  addition  accommodation  is  provided  for  some 
of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff,  the  County  Midwives,  and  at  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick,  accom¬ 
modation  is  also  available  for  two  pupil  Midwives. 

108.  I  am  convinced  of  the  unqualified  success  of  these  Centres,  due  largely  to  the  personal 
interest  taken  in  their  management  by  Miss  Lowe.  She  reports  as  follows  : — ■ 

“  County  Health  Centre  and  Maternity  Home,  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick. 

“  This  County  Centre  has  completed  its  third  year  of  work,  which  has  been  an 
exceedingly  busy  one.  The  number  of  midwifery  and  maternity  cases  attended  during  the 
year  by  the  County  Midwives  was  121,  of  these  28  took  place  in  the  Maternity  Wards. 

“  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  the  Wards  was  14  days.  The  health  of  all  mothers 
and  babies  on  leaving  the  Home  was  quite  satisfactory,  all  infants  being  breast-fed,  and 
in  two  cases  only  had  breast-feeding  to  be  supplemented. 

“  Very  little  difficulty  is  experienced  in  persuading  patients  to  attend  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic,  the  number  of  individual  patients  who  attended  being  54,  as  compared  with  36  in 
the  previous  year  ;  these  patients  made  92  attendances. 

“  The  receipts  from  all  sources,  including  rents  paid  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
and  School  Clinics,  amounted  to  £572  15s.  3d. ;  of  this  amount  £251  13s.  4d.  was  received 
in  fees  from  patients. 

“  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  amount  taken  in  fees  for  1921  is  more  than  double 
the  sum  taken  during  1920. 

“  The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has  been  carried  on  very  successfully,  1,122  attendances 
having  been  made  by  mothers,  and  1,381  by  infants. 

“  County  Health  Centre  and  Maternity  Home,  16,  Hillmorton  Road,  Rugby. 

“  This  County  Centre  has  now  completed  its  second  year  of  work,  and  I  am  able  to 
report  an  increase  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Wards.  Forty-two  patients  were 
admitted  as  compared  with  twenty  during  the  previous  year. 

“  The  average  duration  of  stay  of  patients  in  the  Wards  was  17  days.  All  mothers 
and  infants  on  leaving  the  Home  were  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  health,  in  one  case  only 
had  breast-feeding  to  be  supplemented  by  artificial  feeding. 

“  There  can  be  no  better  training  school  for  mothers  than  a  good  Maternity  Home 
run  in  conjunction  with  an  up-to-date  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  where  both  theoretical  and  practical 
training  is  given  under  the  most  advantageous  conditions. 

“  The  work  carried  on  in  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  has  been  of  a  very  encouraging  nature, 
fifty-nine  individual  mothers  having  made  174  attendances. 

"  The  value  of  this  work  cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
mothers  are  now  beginning  to  fully  appreciate  the  advice  given,  and  to  carry  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  they  have  received. 

“  The  receipts  from  all  sources,  including  £20  rent  paid  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
Committee,  amounted  to  £495  lOs.  8d.  Of  this  amount  £306  4s.  4d.  was  paid  by  patients 
admitted  to  the  Wards,  as  compared  with  £116  7s.  4d.  in  the  previous  year. 

“  The  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  continue  to  be  very  satisfactory, 
825  attendances  having  been  made  by  mothers,  and  968  by  infants. 

“  (Signed)  MILDRED  S.  LOWE, 

'  “  County  Superintendent.” 
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109.  In  addition  to  the  Maternity  Homes  provided  by  the  County  Council,  there  is  a  small 
Maternity  Home  of  two  beds  provided  by  the  Solihull  Infant  Welfare  and  Maternity  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  another  of  two  beds  at  the  Westwood  War  Memorial  Home,  provided  by  the  The 
Hill  and  Westwood  Cottage  Benefit  Nursing  Association.  These  are  supported  entirely  by 
voluntary  contributions,  together  with  the  customary  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

110.  Provision  is  also  made  for  the  admission  to  the  Warneford  Hospital,  Leamington,  of 
complicated  cases  of  midwifery,  three  beds  being  available  for  this  purpose  for  County  cases. 
Unfortunately,  these  facilities  have  not  been  taken  advantage  of  to  any  considerable  extent, 
only  five  such  cases  being  recommended  to  me  by  medical  men  for  admission  during  the 
year. 

111.  The  County  Council  subsidy  of  £25  to  one  Midwife  resident  in  Hurley  was  continued 
during  the  year. 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

112.  Since  the  rescinding  of  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919,  milk  has  been 
supplied  by  the  County  Council  from  1st  May,  1921,  to  necessitous  Mothers  and  Infants 
in  accordance  with  Regulations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health — Circular  185 — the  adminis¬ 
tration  falling  under  the  general  scheme  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  the  County. 

113.  The  sum  budgeted  for  this  purpose  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1922,  was  £900, 
the  same  figure  being  again  allowed  for  the  current  financial  year.  Needless  to  say,  the 
additional  work  entailed  in  carrying  out  this  Scheme  has  been  very  considerable,  meaning 
almost  the  whole  time  of  one  clerk  for  the  issuing  of  Milk  Cards,  the  monthly  renewal  of 
the  same,  the  keeping  of  Registers,  obtaining  monthly  accounts  from  Dairymen  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  and  preparation  for  monthly  meetings  of  the  Sub-Committee,  etc.  Additional 
work  has  also  fallen  heavily  on  those  Health  Visitors  whose  districts  lie  in  industrial  areas 
affected  by  unemployment.  No  application  is  renewed  after  the  expiry  of  one  month's  supply 
until  a  report  on  the  circumstances  of  the  applicant  is  received  from  the  County  Health 
Visitors. 

114.  In  the  Foleshill  Rural  District  administration  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Council, 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  each  applicant  having  to  appear  personally  before 
the  Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  circumstances  being  thoroughly  investigated. 

115.  Every  application,  however,  either  from  the  Foleshill  District  or  from  any  other  part 
of  the  Administrative  County  passes  first  through  my  hands,  when  a  recommendation  is 
made  by  me  as  to  the  quantity  of  milk,  fresh  or  dried,  for  which  the  applicant  is  eligible. 

116.  Free  Milk  or  Milk  at  half  cost  is  supplied  according  to  the  following  scale  of  income 
recently  revised  in  view  of  the  reduced  cost  of  milk. 

Scale  of  Income  for  Supply  of  Milk  at  less  than  Cost  Price. 


Number  in 
family. 

1 

Scale  of  income  per  head  of  family  after  deducting  rent. 
For  a  supply  of  For  a  supply^  at 

free  Milk.  half  cost  price. 

14s.  6d.  16s.  6d. 

2 

11s.  6d. 

13s.  Od. 

3 

8s.  Od. 

9s.  Od. 

4 

7s.  5d. 

8s.  3d. 

5 

6s.  6d. 

7s.  3d. 

6 

5s.  9d. 

6s.  9d. 

7 

5s.  6d. 

6s.  6d. 

8 

5s.  Od. 

6s.  Od. 

9 

4s.  7d. 

5s.  6d. 

10 

4s.  3d. 

5s.  3d. 

11 

4s.  Od. 

5s.  Od. 

12 

3s.  lOd. 

4s.  9d. 

117.  During  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1922,  402  applications  have  been  granted 
and  710  renewals  issued,  making  a  total  of  1,112  cases  supplied  with  free  milk.  This 
represents  an  approximate  expenditure,  including  administrative  costs,  of  £750. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 

118.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  during  the  year,  only  36  cases  being  notified  as  against  56  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  these  14  occurred  in  the  Urban  and  22  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  case  rate  during  the  last  three  years  is  as  follows  : — 

1919  ...  ...  8‘5  per  1,000  Births. 

1920  .  6-5 

1921  .  4-1 

119.  This  satisfactory  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  is  doubtless  largely  due  to  the 
preventive  measures  that  are  taken  by  Midwives  by  the  application  to  the  baby's  eyes  of 
CoUosol  Argentum  immediately  after  birth.  All  practising  Midwives  are  supplied  by  the 
Local  Supervising  Authority  with  an  outfit  consisting  of  eye-drops  and  dropper,  with 
instructions  to  apply  the  drops  as  a  routine  procedure  in  all  cases.  No  ill  effects  have  been 
observed  as  a  result  of  the  general  use  of  the  drug. 

120.  Thirty  cases  were  followed  up  in  the  homes  by  the  County  Health  Visitors,  who,  by 
arrangement  with  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  are  informed  immediately  a 
notification  is  received.  To  these  88  visits  were  paid. 

121.  In  no  instance  did  total  or  partial  blindness  result  even  in  one  eye,  the  infection  being, 
on  the  whole,  mild  in  character. 


122.  Only  five  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 


Opthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cases.  * 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

NotijEied. 

Treated 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

36 

31 

5 

36 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever. 

123.  Twenty- five  notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  received  as  against  22  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  these  13  occurred  in  the  Urban  and  12  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Seven  deaths 
were  recorded,  giving  a  case  fatality  of  28  per  cent.,  and  a  Puerperal  Mortality  of  0‘91  per 
1,000  Births. 

124.  It  has  been  customary  in  the  past  to  investigate  carefully  all  cases  of  puerperal 
infection  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Midwives,  but  an  inquiry  is  now  being  made — com¬ 
mencing  October,  1921 — into  every  case,  whether  occurring  in  the  practice  of  a  Midwife  or 
a  Medical  Practitioner.  The  results  of  this  inquiry,  covering  a  period  of  at  least  twelve 
months,  will  be  published  in  my  next  Annual  Report. 

SPECIAL  DEATH  RATES. 

125.  The  following  statement  sets  out  in  tabular  form  the  death-rates  from  Typhoid  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  during  the  last  ten  years. 


1912. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

0  02 

Diphtheria. 

0-06 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0-08 

1913. 

002 

0-10 

0-07 

1914. 

0  02 

0-15 

0-05 

1915. 

0-01 

0-07 

0-05 

1916. 

0-01 

0-14 

0-03 

1917. 

0  006 

0-11 

0-02 

1918. 

0-006 

0-12 

0-01 

1919. 

0-006 

0-07 

0-009 

1920. 

0-008 

0-080 

0-017 

1921. 

0-002 

0-071 

0-012 
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CONCLUSION. 

126.  The  following  Table,  which  it  has  been  the  custom  to  include  in  past  Reports,  is 
of  the  greatest  interest  as  indicating  the  gradual  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
health  of  the  County  during  the  last  30  years  : — • 


Birth 

Death 

Zymotic 

Tubercu¬ 

Typhoid 

Infant 

Tear. 

Bate. 

Bate. 

Death  Bate. 

losis. 

Fever. 

Mortality. 

1892. 

28-72 

16-72 

1-33 

1-06 

0-10 

132 

1893.  • 

29-45 

17-40 

1-79 

1-06 

0-19 

138 

1894. 

27-60 

14-07 

1-19 

1-06 

0-05 

123 

1895. 

29-04 

16-85 

1-42 

1-18 

0-06 

143 

1896. 

28-54 

14-90 

1-82 

0-94 

0-11 

136 

1897. 

28-70 

15-23 

2-00 

0-99 

0-09 

144 

1898. 

28-33 

16-31 

1-88 

0-97 

0-13 

151 

1899. 

27-98 

15-93 

1-94 

1-03 

0-25 

142 

1900. 

27-00 

16-72 

1-76 

0-99 

0-22 

142 

1901. 

27-84 

14-48 

1-40 

0-81 

0-13 

133 

1902. 

27-07 

13-45 

1-08 

0-66 

0-09 

116 

1903. 

26-34 

13-69 

1-15 

0-91 

0-04 

125 

1904. 

26-96 

14-18 

1-48 

0-80 

0-07 

133 

1905. 

25-58 

12-87 

0-90 

0-72 

0-04 

109 

1906. 

25-70 

13-50 

1-49 

0-80 

0-07 

124 

1907. 

25-08 

12-48 

0-84 

0-78 

0-07 

99 

1908. 

25-70 

12-80 

0-87 

0-83 

0-02 

100 

1909. 

24-40 

13-03 

0-89 

0-77 

0-03 

97 

1910. 

23-70 

11-60 

0-75 

0-80 

0-03 

89 

1911. 

22-80 

12-60 

1-70 

0-77 

0-03 

115 

1912. 

23-10 

12-00 

0-80 

0-59 

0-02 

79 

1913, 

24-17 

12-12 

0-87 

0-58 

0-02 

88 

1914. 

23-07 

11-9 

0-81 

0-66 

0-02 

87 

1915. 

22-45 

13-45 

0-94 

0-83 

0-01 

86 

1916. 

21-01 

13-29 

0-68 

0-81 

0-01 

80 

1917. 

18-51 

13-33 

0-71 

0-83 

0-006 

79 

1918. 

18-47 

15-92 

0-55 

0-93 

0-006 

80 

1919. 

18-04 

11-90 

0-39 

0-86 

0-006 

77 

1920. 

25-18 

10-62 

0-41 

0-65 

0-008 

65 

1921. 

22-27 

10-73 

0-46 

0-64 

0-002 

65 

127.  Statistics  for  the  year  under  review  shew  that  the  Birth-rate,  although  lower  than 
the  previous  year,  is  not  materially  lower  than  that  recorded  ten  years  ago.  The  Death- 
rate,  on  the  other  hand,  is  practically  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  which  was  the  lowest 
ever  recorded,  and  is  considerably  below  the  rate  recorded  ten  years  ago,  when  it  was  12 '00 
per  1,000  of  population. 

128.  This  continued  low  general  Death-rate  is  the  more  important  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  year  1921  witnessed  a  return  of  the  Influenza  epidemic,  with  a  comparatively  heavy 
Pneumonia  mortality  during  the  later  weeks  of  the  year,  although  this  was  felt  throughout 
the  County  generally  rather  in  the  early  weeks  of  1922. 

129.  The  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  is  again  lower  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  seven  years, 
and,  it  is  hoped,  will  continue  to  fall  unless  it  should  be  influenced  materially  by  the  wide¬ 
spread  unemployment  experienced  in  the  industrial  centres  during  the  present  year.  This 
untoward  effect,  however,  may  not  materialise  if  the  relief  afforded  by  the  Joint  Committee 
for  Tuberculosis,  in  the  form  of  extra  nourishment  in  necessitous  cases,  is  maintained  through¬ 
out  this  trying  period. 

130.  The  Death-rate  from  Typhoid  Fever  of  0'002  per  1,000,  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  is 
evidence  of  the  constant  vigilance  displayed  by  aU  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  in  respect 
of  the  water  supplies  and  general  sanitary  administration  of  the  communities  for  which 
they  are  responsible. 


23 


131.  The  continued  low  Infant  Death-rate  of  65  per  1,000  births  is  one  of  the  most  gratifying 
results  of  the  year’s  work.  This  is  the  more  praiseworthy  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
summer  of  1921  was  particularly  dry  and  hot,  and  that  the  Infant  Death-rate  for  the  whole 
Country  during  the  year  increased  from  80  to  83  per  1,000  births. 

132.  The  exceptionally  low  figure  for  the  County  must,  without  doubt,  be  due  to  the  com¬ 
bined  efforts  of  the  County  Health  Visiting  Staff  in  approaching  the  mothers  in  their  own 
homes,  and  of  those  voluntary  workers  who  have  devoted  so  much  time  and  energy  in 
connection  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  throughout  the  County.  I  take  this  opportunity, 
therefore,  of  cordially  thanking  those  ladies  who  have  voluntarily  given  their  services  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  Without  their  help,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  much  of  what  is  accomplished  to-day  would  have  remained  undone,  and  the 
exceptionally  low  Infant  Death-rate  of  65,  as  against  140  twenty  years  ago,  might  not  yet 
have  been  attained. 

133.  I  again  wish  to  thank  my  medical  colleagues  on  the  County  staff,  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  Miss  Lowe  and  the  County  Health  Visitors,  and  my  clerical  staff,  for  the 
help  they  have,  one  and  aU,  given  me  during  the  past  year.  I  also  wish  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  the  County  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  consideration  and  support  so  kindly 
accorded  to  me  during  this,  my  third  year  of  office. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  HAMILTON  WOOD,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1921,  in  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages  and  shewing 
also  the  Area,  Population,  and  Births  therein  during  the  Year,  together  with  Birth,  Death  and  Zymotic  Rates, 

and  the  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 
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REPORT  BY  INSPECTORS  OF  MIDWIVKS,  1921. 
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